UNITY PROGRAM

Near North Unity Program (NNUP)
Membership Meeting NOTES
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm
Monday, January 26, 2026

In Person Meeting
Cornerstone Center, 1111 N Wells

Welcome & Introductions
o Review Question and Answer Guidelines

AGENDA

e Introductions

o New Seward Park Supervisor
m Tara Umstead
m New classes being scheduled...dance (Lyrical rap), taekwondo, senior

classes, etc

m New boxing coach at park
m 5-6 open basketball
m Senior classes being planned

o Goal for Seward park to look, feel and smell good. Need to get more people

into the park.
o Tara.Umstead@ChicagoParkdistrict.com

e Chicago Public Schools
o Ogden International School
m Erin Neidt, Head of Jenner Campus/Ast. Principal (PreK- 5-8th)
e Discussed background as an Educator and Science teacher.
o Beed at Ogden for 3 years.
o Worked at Hancock H.S. on the Southwest side.
o Want to provide a safe, culturally responsive
environment for students to learn in.
e Upcoming events to engage students. Listen to students.
Buckboys coming to perform. for Black History month.
Homecoming, Halloween, Soul Food event, International night
m Cassie Brecunier, Family Advocate
e Help students make progress towards a goal, understand that
process, not just finish something but understand the process
of how that happens.



m There is a Parent run library at both campuses that needs volunteers.
e Contact the school and/or Erin Neidt to find out more info if
you want to volunteer.
m Community mentioned the former Coffee with Croston model that
helped the community engage with the school.

e Walter Payton High School Sanctuary Team Info.
o Day of Unity, March 4th

o

m First part of the day collecting items for the Sanctuary Team. To help
with community engagement to protect students.
m Second park of day volunteering. If there’s an opportunity at your
organization to volunteer, let Payton know.
Contact Abby Imrem email:alimrem@cps.edu

e Chicago Police Department

o

Youth Officer Discussion
m CAPS Sargent C. Schenk speaks about how CPS works with youth in
the area.
e Peer Jury. Youth are referred to this system to learn about the
legal system. Jury of your peers listen to the circumstances of
a youth offense and then they recommend next steps.
m New Youth officer Melissa Sanchez.

e Community Updates

o

Jan 31 there is a Quarter zips and politics to engage and teach young
people about the political process, Event in West Loop at Drip Cafe.

After School Matters speaks and notes their 1065 N Orleans facility will be
opening soon. Contact Michael.Crowl

Manierre school is looking for people to join the Parent group at the school.

Jan 27 - 18th District Police Council meeting, Near North Library, 310 W
Division, 12:15 pm

Jan 28 - OTMRA Progressive Dinner

Jan 30 - OTMRA Monthly Mixer, the Scout, 1419 N Wells, 5:30 - 7:30 pm
Jan 30 - Open House, After School Matters, 1065 N Orleans, 4:30 - 6 pm
Feb 4 - 1822/23 CAPS Beat meeting, via Zoom


mailto:Michael.Crowley@afterschoolmatters.org

